
WATERBURY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 
Approved General Minutes—May 6, 2026 

 

Attending: Board members present: Dave Rogers (acting chair), Brooks Fortune, Harry Shepard, 

Bud Wilson 

 

Staff: Cheryl Casey 

 

Public present: George McCain, John Demers, Dan Reiss 

 

Dave Rogers, Acting Chair, opened the public meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The DRB tabled the minutes of April 15th, 2026 to the May 20th DRB meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF DECISION #MFD-26-0011 

 

Dave Rogers moved to approve the minutes as amended. The motion was seconded by Brooks 

Fortune. 

 

Approved 4-0-1 abstention. 

 

#GZ-26-0002: McCain Consulting (applicant)/John Demers (owner) Amendments to 

previously approved zoning permits 20-13-T & 055-21 for the construction of a small addition, a 

shed, additional clearing, grading with driveway/parking revisions, and the construction of a 

retaining wall. Also requesting a setback waiver. Project is in the Conservation zoning district and 

within the RHS Overlay (Major).  

 

George McCain presented the application to the John Demer’s behalf.  The proposed project is the 

construction of a small addition to the existing tiny house, a shed, additional clearing, grading with 

driveway/parking revisions, and the construction of a retaining wall. Also requesting a setback 

waiver of 3.6’ for the existing deck in front of the house. Upon site review, McCain discovered 

that a corer of the front deck extended into the 100’ setback by 3.6’. They also discovered that a 

corner of the tiny house extended into the 100’ setback by 16”. Both of these setback waivers were 

being requested as part of this application. 

 

Cheryl Casey reviewed the past permits for the property for reference. There is a building envelope 

for a future single-family house, but that has not been constructed. The existing tiny home will be 

converted into an ADU when the future house is constructed. In 2021 the DRB approved the tiny 

house to be located near the existing location.  The as-built location encroaches 3.6’ into the 

sideyard setback for which the applicant now seeks a waiver. 

 

McCain described the proposed diversion swales and stormwater drainage designs. A retaining 

wall is proposed for the uphill side of the driveway to soften the grade. 

 



A small shed is proposed. A proposed expansion of the clearing limits would be approximately 

75’ above the house to clear some trees that could jeopardize the existing and future structure. It 

would not be used for view purposes. A discussion about the necessity for the additional clearing 

ensued.  

 

Concerns about the clearing expansion were voiced. The overall clearing percentage of the entire 

lot would be approximately 9% of total lot area, which is under the maximum 30% in the RHS 

zoning overlay district. Some board members expressed concerns about a “tree hole” that could be 

visible. The homeowner and McCain stated that most of the trees around the house are 50-75’ tall, 

necessitating the 75’ tree clearing proposal. 

 

The addition would match the existing tiny house, with non-reflective windows. The grade on the 

existing driveway is approximately 15%. 

 

Dave Rogers asked the board if they would be interested in doing a site walk of the property. The 

board agreed to a site visit at the property at 5:30 p.m. on May 20th, the next regularly scheduled 

DRB meeting. 

 

The application was continued to the May 20th DRB meeting for a site visit. 

 

 

#PDFPRS-26-0001 Dan Reiss (applicant/owner) Install a 75-sq.-ft. outdoor sauna. Project is in 

the Mixed-Use zoning district and the SFHA and Design Review Overlays. 

 

The application is on Healy Court, in the design review district and the 100-year flood zone. The 

applicant wishes to install a 75 square foot sauna in the backyard, at an elevation of 429’, which 

is 2 feet above the BFE. The sauna would be elevated by pillars as it is in the flood zone. It has 

been reviewed by Ned Swandberg, State Floodplain Manager. He had no concerns with the 

application. There will be no new fill as part of this application. The applicant stated he has no 

plans to install exterior lighting.  

 

He was reminded that any lighting would be required to be downcast and shielded. 

 

Harry Sheppard moved to approve the application as presented. It was seconded by Brooks 

Fortune. 

 

Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Adjournment: There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
 


