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calculated benefits. Alternatively, first floor elevations (FFE) can be included for each structure 
as well as the base flood elevation (BFE) for that location. If the FFE is less than BFE, 
structures can use the pre-calculated benefits. No other detailed analysis will be required. These 
pre-calculated benefits can be used for structures in 1 00-year floodplains in riverine and coastal 
areas that meet the stated criterion. 

This methodology satisfies the cost-effective requirements for the Flood Mitigation Assistance 
program, any disasters with an open grant application period as of the date of this memorandum, 
and future disasters. We will discuss the methodology used in the analysis in a future call with 
the HMA Branch Chiefs. 

This determination advances FEMA's commitment to streamline the HMA programs by 

eliminating the need to perform a complete benefit cost analysis for each structure; reducing time 
involved in data collection, application development and review; and assisting communities in 
recovering from disaster more quickly. This memorandum does not replace or supersede the 
substantial damage benefit cost analysis waiver memorandum. 

If you have any questions, please contact me directly at (202) 646-3461 , or Kayed Lakhia, 
Deputy Director, Risk Reduction Division at (202) 646-3458. 




