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Waterbury Historical Society

Waterbury Historical Society is a 
volunteer-run organization charged 
with stewarding the history and 
collections of the Town of 
Waterbury. We make the power of 
local history visible and vibrant in our 
everyday lives and community 
identity. Through educational 
programming, engaging exhibits, 
and active collections management, 
WHS advocates for Waterbury's 
thriving future through the lens of our 
rich and storied past.  
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About WHS
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About WHS
Our vision is to be the go-to 
educational resource with 
convenient access to our archives, 
programs, and History Center, 
engaging community members of 
all ages, researchers, and tourists 
interested in Waterbury’s history 
and its relevance to the broader 
story of Vermont.  
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Our Board of Directors
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Our Staff Roles
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* *

*part-time paid positions
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Our Standing Committees
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TEMPORARY & 
SPECIAL EXHIBITS
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How big is the 
collection, and 
where does it 
come from?
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IN THE CATALOG

12,808 records*, including:
● 1338 artifacts
● 4262 photographs
● 6949 documents
● 261 books

*Many catalog records contain
more than one item
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DONATIONS

MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING, 2017
Between the Town of Waterbury and 

Waterbury Historical Society
● Designating WHS as the official

stewards of the Town’s history
and collection items

● Defining the collections scope
● Detailing policy and procedures

for accessioning and
deaccessioning items

How big is the 
collection, and 
where does it 
come from?
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Active Collections
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PRESERVE
COLLECTIONS CARE

ACTIVE COLLECTIONS 
APPROACH ● Pilot run of Vermont Historical

Society’s collections training
program

● Learning from and collaborating
with VHS staff and cohort
members about maintaining
collections that
○ advance the society’s mission
○ can be used to tell meaningful

stories
○ can be reasonably stored and

cared for
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Active Collections
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PRESERVE
COLLECTIONS CARE

ACTIVE COLLECTIONS 
APPROACH

WCAX featured WHS twice as a 
member of the cohort and our 
Dr. Janes exhibit was featured 
as the cover image for an article 
about active collections written 
by VHS staff for Museum 
magazine.
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PastPerfect
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PRESERVE
COLLECTIONS CARE

ACTIVE COLLECTIONS 
APPROACH

Searchable online collections 
catalog (ongoing project to 
increase user-friendliness)
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TEMPORARY & 
SPECIAL EXHIBITS

CURATE
HISTORY CENTER

HISTORY CENTER
The Active Collections program helped us inventory our 
collections and create a new museum experience for visitors 
on the second floor of the Dr. Janes house.
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Past exhibits include:
Derby & Ball
Waterbury Women: Stories 
of Inspiration
George Woodard’s “The 
Roots of My Raising”
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TEMPORARY & 
SPECIAL EXHIBITS

CURATE
HISTORY CENTER

STEELE COMMUNITY ROOM
WHS curates one exhibit per year as part of 
the rotating public art and history exhibits in 
the Steele Room. 
Opening next week: Worn History: Clothing, 
Textiles, and Identities Across Generations
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Prohibition Pig - Prohibition and temperance-themed 
pieces reproduced from our collection

Discover Waterbury - Train history consultation and 
artifacts at the train station

The Bidwell - Reproductions of Dr. George Bidwell portraits 
and street scenes showing his house (in progress)

Bridgeside Books - When the building was a bowling alley 
(upcoming)

And more conversations in the works!
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TEMPORARY & 
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Sample of program topics:

History of the Little River area
Lost ski areas of Waterbury
Mount Mansfield Electric Railroad
Parades and circuses in Waterbury
History of street names
The murder of Alice Meaker
Waterbury musicians
History of the Bryan Farm
Vermont women and the Civil War

16

Quarterly Programs

PROGRAMS 

EDUCATE SPECIAL EVENTS

NEWSLETTER, 
BLOG, SOCIAL MEDIA, 

WEBSITE

Including:

Annual Memorial Day Ceremony & Ghost Walk
Author talks co-sponsored with Bridgeside Books
Vermont’s Own 40th Army Band
General Lafayette’s return to Waterbury
History Center weekend hours for holidays (SU/FA)
Winterfest presentations
Find Waldo Local

Special Events
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At the Senior Center in partnership with 
Waterbury Public Library
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History Artifact Series
PROGRAMS 

EDUCATE SPECIAL EVENTS

NEWSLETTER, 
BLOG, SOCIAL MEDIA, 

WEBSITE
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Outreach

PROGRAMS 

SPECIAL EVENTS

NEWSLETTER, 
BLOG, SOCIAL MEDIA, 

WEBSITE

EDUCATE

On Facebook and 
Instagram
@waterburyhistoryvt

website
waterburyhistoricalsociety.org

Newsletter
Blog
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Our History Keepers
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All the volunteers who help out with projects, newsletter mailings, research and 
writing, photographing and scanning, staffing the History Center, collections 
inventory, reviewing catalog entries for errors and missing information, 
responding to research inquiries…and so much more that make us one of the 
top local historical societies in the state!
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Questions?

Thank you!


