To: Waterbury Select Board
From: Roger Clapp, Select Board member
Re: Parking at Blush Hill Boat Launch

Date: July 16, 2027

FACT FINDING REPORT

Background: At the July 7, 2026 SB mtg, | accepted the responsibility to do some fact finding re: a sign
posted by State Parks at the far end of Blush Hill Road advising motorists not to park uphill of the
location of the sign and advising them that additional parking is available at the Waterbury Dam Boat
Launch. This represents a preliminary report based on a single source preliminary finding.

Findings: | placed a call to the State Parks Department on Monday, July 13 and received a call back from
Walter Opuszynski on Wednesday, July 15. He has been very involved with Waterbury Reservoir access
and oversees Forest Lands for the State Park which is all the property not used for campsites and day
use areas. Around 2019, Grn Mtn Power agreed to pay for improvements to the Board launches at Blush
Hill and the Wby Dam including new concrete aprons at the launch sites. The Parks Dept secured funds
to develop a Boat Trailer parking area and new guard rails at the Blush Hill site. Walter noted that the
steep incline precludes further expansion of parking on the site.

The improvements, the onset of the pandemic and need for isolated recreation dramatically increased
usage at both launch sites and available parking spaces were quickly overwhelmed. The Town Select
Board passed an ordinance prohibiting parking on the west side of Blush Hill Rd to allow for safe passage
of emergency vehicles, put up signage and the Parks Dept followed similar measures at the Wby Dam to
move overflow parking to an expansive flat parking area below the dam.

While closing parking on the west side of Blush Hill Rd freed up safe passage of vehicles to the boat
launch, it increased parking pressure on the east side. Walter reported cars parking all the way up into
the bus turnaround and occasionally in front of driveways farther up the hill. In response to complaints
from residents, the Parks Dept erected the advisory sign suggesting no parking uphill from the sign,
located about 150’ above the new boat trailer parking site. Walter acknowledged that it’s just advisory
and not enforceable without a change in the town ordinance.

Future Plans: Walter asked if the Select Board was requesting the removal of the sign and | responded
that we were still fact finding and would get back to him if and when a decision was reached. He
acknowledged that people driving all the way to the end of Blush Hill were not likely to turn around and
drive 6 miles to the Wby Dam launch, but felt the sign served to advise patrons that there is a better
option with more parking availability at the other site. He also acknowledged that not everyone enjoys
the lengthy walk from the overflow parking below Waterbury Dam back to the boat launch. However,
the Parks Dept has identified a walking path from the overflow lot back to the boat launch going through
the woods that will be both safer and more enjoyable than hiking up the hill on the road. Plans will be
completed this fall and he’ll be looking for funding in the FY28 State budget.



Recommendation: The sign continues to serve in its advisory capacity and is largely ignored by the
parking public on busy, warm days of summer. As Don Schneider noted, it becomes invisible when cars
and trucks park in front of it. When school resumes in late August, it may be necessary to post No
Parking signs in the bus turn around. We have received a few complaints from local residents about
parked cars impeding access to their driveways and we may want to advise the newly contracted
Washington County Sheriff’s Deputy to issue tickets and request towing if necessary of cars blocking
private driveways and/or parking on the west side of Blush Hill below Michigan Ave. With some
exceptions, those signs seem to be generally respected. Conversely, No Parking signs along the guard
rails on the west side of the boat launch site to allow trucks and trailers to turn around are routinely
ignored and cause consternation among boat launchers. According to the interim Town Manager, this
site is the property of State Parks and we may want to follow-up with Walter on enforcement in this
area.

| expect by warning this report, we will be afforded further input from the public.



