
June 16, 2026 SB responses to Town Meeting Day questions on Special Article requests. 
 
 
1. Policy: Is there a formal policy for nonprofits seeking support via the Town Warning? 
 
Neither the current board, any previous member or long-time Municipal Manager Bill Shepeluk, is 
aware of any written town policy for handling outside funding requests. The town follows the 
provisions of 17 VSA § 2642(a)(3), which states in the relevant part, “The warning shall also contain 
any article or articles requested by a petition signed by at least five percent of the voters of the 
municipality and filed with the municipal clerk not less than 47 days before the day of the meeting.” 
 
2. New Requests: What is the process for adding new requests? If a petition is required, how many 
signatures are needed? 
 
Per statute, any article must be added to the warning after receiving a petition signed by 5% of 
registered voters of the town (230 people, as of 2026). The Select Board can also add any article to the 
warning on its own initiative, and does so for ongoing requests. 
 
3. Recurring Requests: How are ongoing requests placed on the warning each year? 
 
Statute does not provide for ongoing requests. However, it has been the informal practice of the Select 
Board that organizations requesting less than $2,000 and not increasing their request are placed on the 
warning at their request, without refiling a petition. 
 
4. Budgeting: When and how does a request become a line item in the annual budget? 
 
An organization can be included as a line item at the discretion of the Select Board, as part of the 
Board's general budgeting process. 
 
5. Current Items: Which local organizations are currently line items? 
 
The following organizations are included as line items in the 2025 or 2026 budget. This only includes 
money paid as general support, not membership dues or fees for particular services, such as ambulance 
service or Red Cross training for pool employees. 
Organization 2025 actual 2026 budgeted 
Waterbury Historical Society* $2,420 $2,500 
Senior Center $32,500 $32,500 
Revitalizing Waterbury $86,444 $96,650 
Green Up Day $1,011 $1,125 
Waterbury Area Trails Alliance $7,000 - 
* a separate $15,000 line item is included for accounting purposes, but is fully reimbursed by the 
Historical Society and has no net effect on the budget. 
 
In addition, the following amounts of ARPA funds were included as line items in 2025. 
Organization 2025 actual 



Downstreet Housing $100,000 
Senior Center $5,444 
CreW $15,000 
 
6. Special vs. Line Item: Is there a specific policy for organizations having both a line item and a 
special article request? 
 
There is no formal policy for inclusion as line items. 
 
7. and 8. Differentiation: Does the policy distinguish between local/state/international or 
public/private entities? 

Verification: Is annual proof of non-profit status required? 
 
Statute does not distinguish between any types of organizations, nor between articles requesting 
funding and any other type of article that may be petitioned. Any article petitioned by voters must be 
included. Even a request by a for-profit corporation or private citizen would have to be included, if it 
had the required number of signatures. 


