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Circus Smirkus Big Top Emergency Evacuation Plan
Summer 2025

The Circus Smirkus Big Top shall be evacuated of all persons (audience, troupers and crew) when a situation arises posing any threat
or immediate danger to those inside the tent. Events such as but not limited to failure of electricity, bleacher collapse, fire, high winds,
lightning, etc. may require the evacuation of all persons under the Circus Smirkus Big Top.

The Tour General Manager, and Tent Boss monitor weather reports and projected storm tracks from numerous sources, including
on-ine systems, media reports, local forecasters, and the NOAA on a dalily basis. Circus Lot weather conditions are monitored 24/7 by
the Tour General Manager via a weather monitor station mounted on the Big Top Tent. A portable lightning detector is used for
monitoring proximity of hazardous lightning strikes.

The Tour General Manager, Show Director and Tent Boss along with the Back Lot and House Managers will determine the necessity of
a Big Top evacuation, which if during a show, will take place according to the following procedure:

1. Message from Tour General Manager relayed to House Manager that evacuation is necessary. House Manager alerts
Production Manager and Technical Director in front of house. In the event the power needs to be turned off, Technical Director
shuts off breaker at show distribution box and main breaker on generator - Emergency lights go on.

2. House Manager steps into the ring to make evacuation announcement to audience using a bullhorn. All guides have access to
flashlights to light walkways and direct audience out of tent through three main exits. Spot Operators (2) climb down from
posts and stand on the ring curb at the side entrances to direct and funnel audience traffic out of the tent. Production Intern
will open curtains to allow egress out of the backstage area of the tent. Volunteer Ushers (6) assist any wheelchair bound or
handicapped people out exits.

a. Bleacher sections 1,2 and 7,8 will be instructed to leave through the side entrances
b. Bleacher sections 3, 4 and 5, 6 will file out the front entrance

3. Spot Operators, Production Intern, Ushers and House Manager leave tent once tent after audience has evacuated.
4. Production Manager confirms trouper evacuation with Head Trouper Counselor and show staff with Technical Director
5. Tour General Manager assesses the status of the audience outside the tent.

a. Incases of extreme weather evacuation audience members will be instructed to go to their personal vehicles.

b. Inthe case of fire or electrical mishap, the audience will be instructed by Ushers to maintain safe distance (to be
determined by Backlot and Maintenance Supervisor and Technical Director) from Big Top.
- Instructions will be conveyed by House Manager (and possibly another delegate to be determined at time of
incident) to ushers.

6. House Manager confirms safety of audience

7. Inthe event of evacuation due to extreme weather conditions, all staff not participating in directing audience members will take
refuge in company vehicles. Troupers will go to the vans along with counselors.



