
TOWN OF WATERBURY BOARD OF ABATEMENT 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

 

On January 24, 2025, an application for tax abatement was submitted to the Municipal Clerk by 
Michael Abare regarding property located at: 5 Railroad Street, bearing a Parcel ID 950-0005.V. 

Property Type:	 x Residential	 ☐ Commercial	 ☐Agricultural	 ☐Forest Land 

Assessed Property Value: $126,800. 

Abatement Request Pursuant to (Category): 

☐ Taxes or charges of persons who have died insolvent. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(1).

☐ Taxes or charges of persons who have removed from the state. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(2).

☐ Taxes or charges of persons who are unable to pay their taxes, charges, interest, and / or 
collection fees. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(3).

☐ Taxes or charges in which there is clear or obvious error. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(4).

☐ Taxes or charges in which there is a mistake of the listers. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(4).

☐X Taxes or charges upon real or personal property lost or destroyed during the tax year. 24 V.S.A. 
§ 1535(a)(5).

☐ The exemption amount available to certain veterans and their family members under 32 V.S.A. § 
3802(11) to persons otherwise eligible for exemption who file a claim on or after May 1 but 
before October 1 due to the claimant's sickness or disability or other good cause as determined 
by the board of abatement; but that exemption amount shall be reduced by 20 percent of the 
total exemption for each month or portion of a month the claim is late filed. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)
(6).

☐ Taxes or charges upon a mobile home moved from the town during the tax year as a result of a 
change in use of the mobile home park land or parts thereof, or closure of the mobile home park 
in which the mobile home was sited, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6237. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(9).

☐ Sewer, water, utility, or service charges caused by circumstances that were difficult to foresee or
outside of the person’s control. 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(10). 

Hearing Date: March 31, 2025 

Board Members Present:  Karen Petrovic, Liz Schlegel, Katrina VanTyne, Bob Butler, Mary Woodruff, Kane 
Sweeney, Tori Taravella, Bob Stanton, Erin Mooney, Alyssa Johnson, Mary Miller, Amanda McKay 



Board Members Present via Zoom: Jim Adams 

Appearing for the Applicant: none 

Findings of Fact:  
L. Schlegel stated the appellants name Michael Abare, the address of 5 Railroad Street and the parcel ID of 
950-0005.V 
K. Petrovic gave an overview of the assessments that were included in the packet. 
B. Stanton asked about a statute of limitations - there is not one. 
K. VanTyne asked if the home is now inhabitable - it is not. 
B. Stanton asked if the Town is responsible for the education taxes if the board abates. The Town is still 
responsible for paying the Education taxes to the state.  
Discussion regarding the difference of a natural disaster and a fire which is often preventable.  
Also discussed that a total loss is a total loss regardless of the circumstances of the loss.  
K. VanTyne stated the time frame is important. 
A. Johnson stated she would want to consider if this was a much larger parcel and we set a precedent to 
abate the entire amount when there is considerable value in the land alone.  
K. Sweeney made the point to define an act of God versus not an act of God.  

 

DECISION 
The Applicant’s request for abatement was: 

☐ Denied by the Board. 

☐X Granted by the Board in a total amount of $1,408.26. This total consists of 2024 taxes. 

	 	 2024 taxes paid $3,494.48 
Adjustment: 
	 	 Municipal Taxes (.5550*757.00 + .0019*757.00 + .0021*757.00) $423.163 
	 	 Education Taxes (2.1969*757.00) $1,663.0533 
	 	 Total taxes assessed: $2,086.22 
Refund $3,494.48 – $2,086.22 = $1,408.26 

☐ This is an abatement of an amount or amounts already paid, and therefore, the Board orders that 
this abatement of an amount or amounts already paid shall be in the form of: 

☐ a credit against the tax or charge for the next ensuing tax year or billing cycle and for 
succeeding tax years or billing cycles if required to use up the amount of the credit 

☐X a refund. 

The Applicant’s arguments: Since the loss, taxes were still paid as well as water and sewer bills. House was 
deemed uninhabitable by the Town of Waterbury. 






